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On the whole the religion of the Rishis is practical; it might also 
be said, is magical. They desire temporal blessings, rain, sunshine, 
long life, power, wealth in flocks and herds. The whole purpose of 
the sacrifices, which occupy so much of their time and the thought is 
to obtain good things. The sacrifice and the sacrifices came between 
gods and men. On the man's side is faith t munificence, a compelling 
force of prayer and intenseness of will; the sacrifice invigorates the 
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or blessing is a wish expressed in words that evil or good may befall 
a certain person. 5 
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Trte efficacy of a wish or a curse depends, not only upon the potency 



which it possesses from the beginning owing to certain qualities in 
the person from whom it originates but a/so on the vehicle by which it 
is conducted just as the strength on an electrical shock depends 
both on the original intensity of the current and on the condition of 
the conductor or particularly efficient conductors are regarded blood, 
oily contact, food and drink. 8 
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the close association between the wish, more particularly the spo- 

B, Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, p. 389. 



ten wish and the idea of its fulfilment. The wish is looked upon in the 
light of energy which may be transferred by material contact or by the 
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- Conditional curse is 
an important development of the principle of cursing and blessing 
and has had considerable influence in the making of morality, espe- 
cially in the sphere of good faith, honesty and faithfulness... The en- 
ergy of a conditional curse is the Supernatural energy of an ordinary 
curse or of its embodiment in a latest state. This is discharged by the 
act if or when it takes place, against which the curse is directed. 14 
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The fundamental postulate is that an epic is a work of art which 
is intended expressly, for the edification of man The epic is to be 
read with a view to benefit by its teaching, to draw at every turn 
lessons of supreme value for the conduct and regulation of ourselves. 50 
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